CONFUCIUS

SEPTEMBER 18, 2008-JANUARY 11, 2009



CONFUCIUS

The teachings of the philosopher Confucius (Kongzi or
Kongfuzi) have permeated Chinese culture for 2,500
years. They also spread to Korea, Japan and Vietnam,
so that East Asian society is united in part by Confucian
values. A fundamental goal of Confucianism is to order
human society by instilling in each person a code of
behavior, emphasizing such concepts as virtue, humanity
and respect for elders. Over the centuries, art has played
a critical role in giving form to these concepts, and much
of what we consider to be “Confucian art” reflects the
propriety and sobriety of the philosophy.

This exhibition demonstrates how some of the most
fundamental teachings of Confucius have been expressed
visually. Some representations are direct, such as the
bold calligraphic characters that promote the virtues of
benevolence and loyalty. Others are more subtle: filial
piety is inspired by scenes of loving children helping
their parents, while depictions of bamboo signify moral
integrity. Such Confucian motifs often appear on art for
the wealthy and powerful, but also decorate items made
for daily use by the general population. In both cases,
their meanings permeate the cultural consciousness
helping instill moral values at all levels of society.

This exhibition first introduces Confucius’ teachings.
Subsequent sections highlight reverence for parents
and ancestors, the concept of the virtuous ruler and
administrator, and the “gentleman” who embodies
self-cultivation through study and artistic pursuits.
This exhibition concludes with images of Confucius
in California and the voices of Asian Americans—
testimony to Confucius’ global significance today.

Meher McArthur, Guest Curator
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All events are free with admission; call 626-449-2742 ext. 31
to RSVP.

SEPTEMBER 17-30 FREE TEACHER ADMISSION

Pacific Asia Museum is honoring teachers in celebration of
Confucius’s Birthday.

SEPTEMBER 27, 1PM Curator’s Tour with Meher McArthur

OCTOBER 3, 8PM FILM At the center of the world’s
attention, China has arguably the most vital, imaginative, and
uncontainable art scene. The Rising Tide investigates China’s
meteoric march toward the future through emerging artists
whose work captures the social and aesthetic confusion of a
rapidly changing society. Live introduction by director Robert
Adanto.

OCTOBER 4, 10:30AM SILK ROAD STORYTIME Gather in
the travelers’ tent to hear stories from China, the home of
Confucius.

OCTOBER 12, 1PM “CONFUCIANISM IN CALIFORNIA:
PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION, THE SECULAR AS SACRED"” Dr.
Jonathan H.X. Lee will discuss the role of Confucianism in
Chinese immigrant communities historically and today, as well as
its current revival in China.

NOVEMBER 1, 2PM “Christianity and Confucian Values in
Korea” with Jonghun Joo of Fuller Seminary.

NOVEMBER 1, 10:30AM SILK ROAD STORYTIME Gather in
the travelers’ tent to hear stories from China, the home of
Confucius. Free with admission.

NOVEMBER 2, 2PM “ANCESTORS AND ART" Open-house
demo & display of Chinese and Latino cultures and arts; learn
about ancestor altars and enjoy amazing paper-cutting folk arts!

NOVEMBER 9, 2PM LECTURE/DEMO Appreciate the art of
Chinese calligraphy, its different styles, and how it is practiced
with Dr. Hung-hsiang Chou of UCLA.

DECEMBER 6, 10:30AM SILK ROAD STORYTIME Gather in
the travelers’ tent to hear stories from China, the home of
Confucius.

DECEMBER 6, 2-4PM “CONFUCIUS IN MODERN ASIA”
Confucian scholars, including Dr. David Schaberg, Dr. Robin
Wang and Dr. Samuel Yamashita, come together for a panel
discussion, then break into small group discussions with the
audience.

JANUARY 10, 2-4PM " Confucian Values in Professional

& Personal Life” Community leaders discuss the role of
Confucianism in daily life, then join in small group discussions
with the audience.

These programs are made possible through the additional support of
the National Endowment for the Arts and Pacific Asia Museum'’s Chinese
Arts Council.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Museum would like to thank exhibition lenders—Scripps
College, Claremont, Dr. Sun Wuk Kim, The J. Paul Getty
Museum, and the City of Oroville.

The exhibition is sponsored by:

The James Irvine Foundation, The Institute of Museum and
Library Services, Carolyn and René Balcer, and Dr. George
W. Housner.

EG |

A YIRE R DL T B © SRR - RS - SEARL
IREEZEIRRITAN - BUAAETT - MEEGHEEHTE - FLEeE - MYE
B E RS « FERERNEE - B - @EE - L
B ERARE o

=

=
o
=
rlo
i
il
=
fon
1
_\':I
olr
y - ol

i
m
[0}
z |
U
W
>
o
Qﬂ

= 3= Uool =
=] Z == AL MOl = HE
2 A0 ZAHS & ot= BHOICE.

JT o ooy
H =
i)

=]

I iz
>
>
fon
rr
é
ife
|>
e
==
o
=
it
JE
THo
sl

o HN

o >

0w
;9 oo
O
.
Uy
[

46 North Los Robles Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101
626-449-2742 www.pacificasiamuseum.org






