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For Immediate Release
Contact: Jennifer Caballero

626-449-2742 ext. 12 or

j.caballero@pacificasiamuseum.org
Pacific Asia Museum Presents Special Events in Celebration of 
Rank and Style: Power Dressing in Imperial China 

PASADENA (August 15, 2007) —Rank and Style: Power Dressing in Imperial China will open to the public on Friday, October 12, 2007 and remain on view through January 27, 2008. To enhance visitor understanding and appreciation of the beautiful textile objects that will be on view, Pacific Asia Museum is proud to provide the community with a variety of public programs and special events, currently planned as follows:  

Wednesday, October 10
5 - 6:30 p.m. PRE-OPENING LECTURE “Collector Chris Hall on Rank Badges”
The Chris Hall Collection Trust’s rank badge collection is one of the finest in the world, particularly noted for its many rare and early examples of rank badges. A longtime resident of Hong Kong, Mr. Hall has painstakingly crafted a collection that reveals his appreciation of the textile arts.  By focusing his collecting on under-recognized areas, he is well known for bringing new and interesting pieces to light.  Join Chris Hall in person to hear more about his adventures in collecting these treasures, which are on view for the first time in the United States in the exhibition Rank and Style: Power Dressing in Imperial China. The talk will be illustrated with slides from his collection, and is co-sponsored by the Textile Group of Los Angeles. Free with admission.  To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Saturday, October 20

6 p.m. FUNDRAISER 

Pacific Asia Museum’s 30th annual “Festival of the Autumn Moon.” This year the theme of the gala is “The Silk Road.”  Honorees include Sid and Betsey Tyler, and Arnold and Joan Travis.  Call 626-449-2742 ext. 28 for event details and tickets. 
Sunday, October 28  
2 – 4:30 p.m. AUTHORS ON ASIA

Lisa See will read from her new book, Peony in Love.  Books will be available for purchase and signing.  Free with admission.  Call (626) 449-2742, ext. 20 to RSVP.

Saturday, November 3 

12 noon - 4 p.m. FREE FAMILY FESTIVAL 
In celebration of the new exhibition “Rank and Style: Power Dressing in Imperial China,” this all-ages festival will focus on the arts of China through activities related to Imperial Chinese culture and the symbolism of dragons, birds, lions, tigers, flowers and lanterns in works of art.  Free.  

Thursday, November 15 

7 - 10 p.m. FILM SCREENING “The Last Emperor” 
Winner of nine Academy Awards, Bernardo Bertolucci’s “The Last Emperor” captures the drama of life in the last days of the Chinese Imperial court.  Screened under the stars in the museum courtyard, weather permitting.  Seating provided or beach chairs welcome.  Co-sponsored by Pacific Asia Museum’s Chinese Arts Council. Free with admission. To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Sunday, November 11 
2 p.m. LECTURE “Decoding Rank Badges” with David Hugus

Rank badge expert David Hugus brings his extensive knowledge of this treasured art form to Pacific Asia Museum.  Co-author of the comprehensive Ladder to the Clouds, Hugus gives a wonderful presentation for everyone from interested novice to experienced collector.  The first in a three-part series, this lecture covers the qualification examination process, and how to identify the birds and animals pictured. Co-sponsored by the Textile Group of Los Angeles. Free with admission.  To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Saturday, November 17
1-1:30 p.m. PERFORMANCE “The Calligrapher’s Dream” by Patricia Bulitt
A sleeping calligrapher’s journey into spring is portrayed through poetic prose and dance.  Featuring a hand-painted paper dress and set by Patricia Bulitt, with Chinese calligraphy by Feng Cheng. Commissioned by The Asian Art Museum of San Francisco in honor of “Hidden Meanings in Chinese Art” Exhibition.  This performance is made possible through a generous gift from Lorna McFarland, MD, and Pacific Asia Museum.   Free with admission.  To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Saturday, November 17 
2 p.m. CURATOR’S TOUR of the exhibition Rank and Style: Power Dressing in Imperial China with Dale Gluckman. Experience the splendor of the textiles on view through the eyes of Dale Gluckman, the exhibit’s guest curator.  Recently retired after 23 years as Curator of Costume and Textiles at Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Gluckman now works as an independent curator and consultant around the world. Free with admission.  To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Saturday, December 1

1 - 2:30 p.m. LECTURE “Collectors’ Talk: Chinese Children’s Hats” 
Lovingly sewn and embroidered by mothers throughout the centuries, Chinese children often wear hats emblazoned with powerful protective images and wishes for good health and fortune. Local collectors Sunny Stevenson, Gloria Mills and Louise Su Tang will share some favorite pieces, and give an overview of the symbolism and folklore of this wonderful and collectable folk art.  Free with admission.  To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Saturday, December 8 

10:30- 12 noon  LECTURE “Hidden Meanings in Chinese Art” with Terese Tse Bartholomew 

Born in China and raised in Hong Kong, Terese Tse Bartholomew has been a curator at San Francisco’s Asian Art Museum since 1968, first as the Curator of Indian and South-east Asian Art, and now as the Curator of Himalayan Art and Chinese Decorative Art.  Long recognized as a leading authority on Chinese iconography, her book Hidden Meanings in Chinese Art is heralded as the ultimate guide to the symbols, rebuses and visual puns central to Chinese art.  She will speak on the rich iconography and hidden messages of rank badge embroidery.  Co-sponsored by the Textile Museum Associates of Southern California. Free with admission.  To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Sunday, December 9

2 p.m. LECTURE “Rank Badge Iconography” with David Hugus   Meant to impart vital information at a glance, understanding ancient rank badges today takes some practice.  Join us and learn how to decode their many layers of meaning.  As with all of his lectures, feel free to bring in your own rank badges to share with Dr. Hugus.  Co-sponsored by the Textile Group of Los Angeles. Free with admission.  To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
Saturday, January 5 

1 p.m. LECTURE "Dragon and Phoenix bring us harmonious Feng Shui"

Regarded as an authority on the science of Qigong (energy work) Grandmaster Wei Ling Yi will discuss the Feng Shui (harmonious balance) of the body and its relationship to cosmic Feng Shui. Depicted throughout Chinese art, the dragon represents Yang energy and the Phoenix, the Yin counterpart, represents growth, radiant beauty and creativity.  It is said that when the dragon flies and the phoenix dances, their fusion brings good fortune, allowing all creatures to live in a new harmony.  Free with admission.  For full day seminar information, visit www.thedancingphoenix.com.

Sunday, January 13

2 p.m. LECTURE “The Evolution of Badge Design Through the Qing Dynasty” with David Hugus David Hugus wraps up his three-part series with a look at how rank badges developed over almost three hundred years of China’s Qing Dynasty.  Program co-sponsored by the Textile Group of Los Angeles. Free with admission. To R.S.V.P., call (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  Space is limited.
This exciting exhibition will be on view Wednesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., October 12, 2007 through January 27, 2008.  Rank and Style is Pacific Asia Museum’s contribution to the “Skin/Art & Ideas Festival 2007” Pasadena-wide cultural collaboration taking place in October.  For more information check www.pacificasiamuseum.org or call (626) 449-2742.  The exhibition is included with Pacific Asia Museum admission: $7 general, $5 students/seniors, and free for children ages 11 and younger. This exhibition has been sponsored by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and Dr. George W. Housner.  The programs are sponsored by Chinese Arts Council of Pacific Asia Museum, Simon and June Li, Lorna McFarland, MD, City of Pasadena Cultural Affairs Division and Arts and Culture Commission, Textile Group of Los Angeles, and Textile Museum Associates of Southern California.
# # #

Images are available from Pacific Asia Museum -  j.caballero@pacificasiamuseum.org or 626.449.2742, ext. 12.

Art & Ideas is a collaborative of Pasadena-area arts, cultural and science organizations, designed to engage the Southern California community by creating thought-provoking, issue-based arts festivals. “Skin/Art & Ideas Festival 2007” is Pasadena’s most ambitious citywide cultural collaboration to date.  Presented in 26 different venues throughout the city, the festival will be held from October 10 through 31. The Festival features an array of performances, exhibitions, films, presentations and public conversations; commissioned, curated, and conceived by 22 of the city’s arts organizations, science institutions and community partners.   Intended to ignite discourse and offer multiple perspectives, the festival explores the unique theme of “Skin” through both the arts and sciences.  The Art & Ideas Festival is held every three years, and follows the successful model of earlier festivals — "Radical Past" (1999), "The Universe" (2001), and "The Tender Land" (2004). Art & Ideas is a collaborative project, organized by the Pasadena Arts Council.

For complete information on all of the events and programs for “Skin/Art & Ideas Festival 2007”, visit www.artideasfestival.org  or our Myspace page by searching for skin: art & ideas. Contact the Pasadena Arts Council at (626) 793-8171.
