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Immediate Release

December 2, 2009
Pacific Asia Museum Welcomes 
New Board Chair and Trustees
Pasadena, CA – Pacific Asia Museum is pleased to announce the election of Margaret Leong Checca as the new Chair of its Board of Trustees effective January 1, 2010.

Ms. Checca is Vice President, Financial Services with Shapell Industries, Inc. of Beverly Hills, one of the largest private home builders in the nation. 
“I’m pleased to serve as the new Chair, not only because I love art, but because I feel strongly about the museum’s mission to build understanding across cultures through art.  My interest is very personal because my parents settled in South Central Los Angeles from China in the 1940s.  In many ways I’ve always had one foot in two cultures. Travel, communication and immigration have made our community a much more global place – Los Angeles is dramatic proof of that.  That’s why I think the museum’s mission is so critical today,” said Ms. Checca.  

Margaret Leong Checca was involved in the development of Pacific Asia Museum’s newly adopted Strategic Plan that seeks to reposition the museum with an expanded focus on cultural context.  This plan will set a new course to:
· Connect people to the arts of Asia and the Pacific Islands and the world in which it is created, used and enjoyed;  

· Explore the central role of art in expressing cultural identities and traditions; and, 

· Show art and culture as dynamic forces that continually evolve and reflect the interplay of new ideas and valued traditions.  

Outgoing Board Chair Bruce Blomstrom said, “I am pleased to pass the reins to someone so qualified to lead as Margaret. This is a pivotal moment in the museum’s history. We successfully completed our $4.2 million Campaign for the Future last year but were then faced with the deteriorating economy.  Financial constraints continue to challenge the museum, like many other non profits.   As we move forward with ambitious new plans to display our rich collections in a wider cultural context, we will need to raise significant new funds.  The challenges we face are many, but the museum has successfully balanced its budget for the last six years and the possibilities for our future growth and impact in the community are great.”
“The people who serve on the Board of Trustees at Pacific Asia Museum are a passionate and devoted group of volunteers and I’m looking forward to working with them,” said Chair Margaret Leong Checca.  The museum has recently expanded its board and welcomed four new trustees in 2009.  These include:
Kathleen Gilmore serves as Chief Marketing and Client Service Officer, for Clifford Swan Investment Counsel.  Kathleen, a Pasadena native, said “It is exciting to be part of Pacific Asia Museum, an organization that has such a rich history and association with Pasadena and Southern California.  I find the collection and the building inspiring and a real jewel in the midst of Los Angeles County,” says Gilmore.  “As a Board member, I’m interested in making the museum an even more relevant and engaging resource for the community, one that encourages greater cultural understanding and celebrates the infinite variety of human expression and creativity.”
Phil Jouanou had a long career in advertising and marketing, retiring as Chairman and CEO of Dailey and Associates in 1994.  Phil created the Partnership for a Drugfree America, the largest public service campaign in U. S. history.   Since returning to Los Angeles, he embarked on a second career as an artist, exhibiting widely with 14 one-person shows at museums and university galleries in seven states.  His studio is in Pasadena and he lives in La Cañada.  Jouanou said, “As an artist I first visited Pacific Asia Museum because of the fantastic collection and my interest in Asian art. The more I learned about the museum, the more I wanted to get involved at a deeper level -- Pacific Asia Museum engages people around new ideas and issues that are relevant to our time.”
Cynthia Kurtz became President and CEO of the San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership in April 2009. Prior to holding this position, Cynthia served as the City Manager for the City of Pasadena for 10 years, beginning in 1987 as Capital Projects Administrator and then as Director of Public Works. Kurtz stated, “My husband Jim and I have been long time members of the museum and we realize how important art and education are to the fabric of our community.  While the museum has a global reach, it’s also linking our neighborhoods and citizens in exciting new ways through art.”
Sid Tyler is a retired Executive Vice President and Pasadena City Council Member, where he served as Pasadena’s Vice Mayor. His business and financial expertise has been in the health care field, from which he retired in 1995 as Executive Vice President at Tenet HealthCare Corporation. According to Tyler, “My wife Betsy and I are very fortunate; we find ourselves thinking about the numerous things we’d like to do for the next generations down, both in our immediate family and in our community.  Pacific Asia Museum’s emphasis on youth and education is vital to a healthy and vibrant community, not only in Pasadena, but in the region,” Tyler said. “I wholeheartedly support the museum’s targeted outreach efforts to impact communities that are currently underrepresented.”
Pacific Asia Museum is one of only four institutions in the United States dedicated exclusively to the arts and culture of Asia and the Pacific Islands.  The museum serves a broad and expanding audience of students, families, adults, and scholars through its education and outreach programs. The museum presents a mix of contemporary and historic exhibitions in its galleries and has a permanent collection of 15,000 objects spanning 4,000 years. 
####

Pacific Asia Museum is located at 46 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, California, 91101. The Museum is open Wednesday through Sunday 10 am to 6 pm. Admission is $9 general, $7 students/seniors, and free for children ages 11 and younger. Admission is free every 4th Friday of the month.  

For interviews, please contact: 
Joan Marshall, Executive Director

j.marshall@pacificasiamuseum.org, (626) 449-2742 ext. 29
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