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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pacific Asia Museum Awarded Major
Kresge Foundation $300,000 Grant

Pasadena, CA – October 12, 2007 - Pacific Asia Museum is the recipient of a major $300,000 challenge grant from The Kresge Foundation, in support of the museum’s Campaign for the Future, a comprehensive $4.2 million effort to renovate and enhance the museum’s unique and historic structure, expand the museum’s audience, and create a new base of support in the community.

This grant will specifically support the second phase of renovations to the building, which include important improvements to the infrastructure, renovations of the permanent galleries, and restoration of the Chinese courtyard garden.

“This grant by a nationally recognized foundation validates Pacific Asia Museum’s role as a valuable resource for promoting cultural understanding throughout Southern California,” said Joan Marshall, Executive Director at Pacific Asia Museum. 
The museum is one of 82 organizations across the United States recently notified of grant funding by the Board of Trustees at the Kresge Foundation, and the only Pasadena institution included in the total of $45.5 million being awarded to address society’s pressing issues in education, health, human services, arts and culture, and the environment.  
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Pacific Asia Museum is in the final stages of its Campaign for the Future, with more than $3.5 million raised to date toward a campaign goal of $4.2 million.  The $300,000 from The Kresge Foundation is a challenge grant that will help the museum leverage support from new and existing donors.  Other major donors to the Campaign include Ahmanson, Ayrshire, Getty, and Ralph M. Parsons foundations, as well as Toshie and Frank Mosher, Tracy A. Pulvers, Georgianna and Paul Erskine, and Joan and Arnold Travis.
The Kresge Foundation is a private, national foundation established in 1924 by Sebastian S. Kresge to promote human progress.  In 2006 it awarded approximately $150 million in grants to nonprofit organizations in the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, South Africa and Mexico and had year-end assets of $3.3 billion.  The foundation is headquartered in Michigan.
Pacific Asia Museum’s mission is to further intercultural understanding through the arts. The museum pursues its mission by collecting, conserving, exhibiting and interpreting to the widest possible audience the arts and cultures of Asia and the Pacific Islands. From its founding in 1971, Pacific Asia Museum has been the only Southern California institution -- and one of only four museums nationwide -- solely dedicated to presenting the arts of Asia and the Pacific Islands.
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46 North Los Robles Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91101   www.pacificasiamuseum.org


