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DAILY RITUALS: Himalayan Art in Practice
 Far From Everyday or Ordinary 

PASADENA, CA (January 22, 2007) – For centuries, the Himalayas have been viewed by many as a secret enclave of mystery.  Known as the home of Shangri-la and reincarnated lamas, these mountains seem to contain traditions and wisdom that are not easily understood by outsiders. Beginning February 1, the new exhibition Daily Rituals: Himalayan Art in Practice will help to dispel some of these misconceptions through a presentation of objects that have been a part of the daily life of Tibetans and other inhabitants of the Himalayan region for centuries.  The exhibition offers a new way to experience Himalayan art, and to imagine life there as approachable and comprehensible. Daily Rituals will be on view at Pacific Asia Museum through the end of August 2007.
Pacific Asia Museum is fortunate to have an extensive collection of Himalayan works of art in its holdings that gives visitors a clear sense of the great visual beauty of the paintings and sculpture for which the region is known.  One key example is a gilt iron pen case with a finely-worked surface, illustrating the importance given by artisans and patrons to bringing beauty to everyday objects, even utilitarian equipment. Another must-see object in Daily Rituals is a cotton apron painted with the wrathful face of a protective deity and adorned with a lattice-like net of bone that reveals the practical components of a monk’s tantric, or esoteric, Buddhist practice during the monastery’s religious rituals.
This exhibition will be curated by Bridget Bray and features works from Pacific Asia Museum’s permanent collection. 
Pacific Asia Museum is located at 46 North Los Robles Avenue, one half-block north of Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena.   The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.  The exhibition is included with regular museum admission: $7 general, $5 seniors/students. The museum will offer programming related to Daily Rituals: Himalayan Art in Practice, including a curator’s tour and book signing events.  For more information, check www.pacificasiamuseum.org or call (626) 449-2742.  
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