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Pacific Asia Museum Sets Out a 
Lush Holiday Season Banquet 

 Contemporary Expressions of Family, Community and Food 

with an Asian Flavor
PASADENA, CA – Throughout history and across the globe, people have expressed their ideas of family, friendship, and spirituality at the banquet table. Banquet: A Feast for the Senses is a new multi-media, contemporary art exhibition that explores concepts of the Asian banquet and the link between food and culture as expressed in works of art, which will be on view at Pacific Asia Museum from November 10, 2006 through February 4, 2007.

Banquet  is an exploration of the role of food in society, and focuses on family, gender, and religion. While food often provides the first introduction to a culture, Banquet will offer a deeper understanding of various Asian cultures through a 3,000 square-foot exhibition of paintings, prints, sculpture, video and photography. The 14 Asian and Asian-American artists represented in this exhibition include Chiho Aoshima, Ambreen Butt, Patty Chang, Jiae Hwang, Sang-Bin Im, Takehito Koganezawa, Aragna Ker, Susan Lee-Chun, Li Jin, Kohei Nawa, Kaz Oshiro, Jung Eun Park, Zhang Huan, and Zhi Lin.  More than half of the artists participating in Banquet created new works especially for this show.
Highlights of the exhibition include the work of Li Jin, an artist who specializes in ink-wash paintings on paper that represent scenes of everyday life. Jin is most influenced by depictions of food in Song (960-1279) and Yuan (1260-1368) dynasty Gongbi paintings—a style known for its meticulous and graceful style. It is Jin’s homage to these early paintings that brings a fusion of old and new concepts to the imagery in his banquet scenes.

Referencing the intersection of food with gender issues, Chiho Aoshima’s computer drawn, digital print Sublime Grave Dweller Shinko, portrays the deity Shinko in the act of consuming negative souls in a cemetery and exhaling their cleansed spirits in the form of moths. A young woman shown post-bicycle accident in the lower right-hand corner of the artwork appears to have lost all self-confidence.  Aoshima’s intent here is to portray an all-too-common forlorn female figure, contrasting starkly with the vibrant goddess Shinko.  
Zhang Huan gained international attention through provocative performances in which he often incorporated his own body. In the self-portrait Foam, he is shown devouring an old family photograph while covered in soapy foam. Huan’s act of simultaneously cleansing his body and consuming the photos represents a desire to absorb and make his relatives literally a part of him.

Although it is anticipated that the Banquet exhibition will stimulate a dialog between ethnicities, generations, popular culture, and history, the exhibition is primarily a sensory experience. Banquet will offer a lavish “feast” that will delight the senses with varied flavors and textures.   The exhibition is curated by Chip Tom. 
Pacific Asia Museum is located at 46 North Los Robles Avenue, one half block north of Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena.   The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  On Friday nights  in November and December the museum is open until 8 p.m.  The exhibition is included with regular museum admission: $7 general, $5 seniors/students. The museum will offer a series of programming related to Banquet: A Feast for the Senses, including lectures, curator’s tours and special events.  For more information check www.pacificasiamuseum.org  or to RSVP, call the reservations line at (626) 449-2742, ext. 31.  
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